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TO THE HONORABLE
Houle of ((ommons aflembled

mPARLIAMENT.

a2 @@ He mercies which God hath (hewed to

2\ thefe two Nations of Englandand Scot-

@ /and, giving us fuch great caufe and
matter of Thank(giving, caufing our
2 theafe to arife and ftand upright , ma.
kingus with Sas! higher by the fhouldess then alf
ourbrethren ; thefe mercies ( 1{ay ) deferve o to ve
recorded, that pofterity fhould be compelled toread
and admire them : bucwhois fufficiem for thisshing?
Ivwas {aid of Claudiam, that he wantea matrer fuie-
able to the excellency of his wic:but where is the
head or heart fuitable to this matter ¢ Who canstter
thefemighty works of the Lord,who can (hew forsh all his
Preife ? Formy own part had I putmyfelfuponthis
work to utter thefe mean conceptions upon this great
Jubjedt before fo great and honorable Audience, |
might juftly have been condemned for abufing both
theoneand the other. Butyouwerepleafed to com-
mand my fervicgin preaching on the dey of your
publique and folemne 7hsnkfgiving , it maybebe-
caufe I wasthen neer at hand,and after your Reveérene
astension had teftified that you received them as the
counicll of God, you wesefisrcher pleafed exprefly
todefire me forthwith to printand publith whar 1
my weaknefle T then delivered, fuppofe forthe bet.

ter memoriall of thefc grear deliwerances 1 could
A - "\‘!Il‘

Pfal. 106,



The Boiftle Dedicatorie.

have pleaded much, why thefe poore notss fhiowld
not be expofed to publike view s T reatifesto be read
by all, fhould be long meditated , ofcen reviewed:
Excellent pictures thould be engraven jn braffe;and
not caftin clay : the fewing forth'thele merciss »and
quickning up anfwerable Thankfulne(Jz are above the
Abilities of any man, much more beyond the ca pacity
of my felfthe weakeltand unworthicft of many thoy-
fands; But your 0rder left me not ar libertyta do
what I defired, you have thus made them your owh,
the more facile I fhall hope to finde you, and ali In-
gevuous Readers towards my weaknefles, which not
prefumptionbut my obedience hath-made thys pub.
lique. This further encouragement I have > little
things have beenaccepted with Godand maz in tefti-
moniall of Thankfulnefe,a female,a Turtle, 2 handfull
of wheat-floure by Ged himfelf 5 handfull of water, a
banch of grapes, &c. by great Kings and Emperouss,
And even under this Notion a/fs [ humbly prefent
youwith-thisen{uing difcourfe,

I'havenomore to fay formy fz4£butmuch [ have
to beg of God, that you ( Noble Senatours Yand the
Right Honorable Lords, who joyned with you in this
peace-gffering, may wholly confecrate your felvesto
advance his glory who hath done-thefe great things
forusall, that your futhfull endeavours todo what
is bebind, joyning with your Thankfulnefe for what
is paft, the event may be anfwerable to your defires,
even the glory of God, and the good and [afesy both of
Church and Commen-wealth, which is the daily
prayer of

Tour devoted fervant

Strrnen Marsuary,
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A SERMON PREACHED

before the Honorable Houfc of C ommons
at their pubiike Thank{giving.

ThePreface to the.S s R Mo N
_}? Ight Honorable and belpyed , It

o Was a pricviledge and mercie
o \2 Q) Which the Lord promifed by the
NN X Prophet Ifaiah, Thar they
, ANE; fhould rcioyce with lerufa.
NV N lem who had mourned
with her. This mercie the Lord hath i great de-
gree cvouchfafed to my felfthis day: the fame good
band that caft it to be my lot ( though moft unfit and
sinWorthie) to help this Honorable Affemblie in the
day of their bumiliation, to dig pits in the valley
of Bachah, hath now defigned me to [ing with
them in the valley of Berochah. That after 1haf
belped to carry out their precious feed with
teares, Ithould come with 1oy and help to ga-
ther in their theaves, that after our Lamentati-
ons we (bould together fing Canticles and Hal.
leluiahs unto our God. Thus the Lord in mercie
mingles rain and funfhine. Ob that we bad bearts
Juitableto all bis adminifbrations !

B The

) Nt ;___';‘
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Plal.84.¢.

2 Chron,
20.6,
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A Sermon at the late Thank [gicving

FPreface.

1a.3 5.5,

Pz'a,l.&:o

1he duty of this day, is to reioyce, and to give
praifes unto God, a fervice cafier to the fleth > then
that of fafting and mourning  bur harder o the
fpirituall part. It a day of humiliation even wick-
ed men bave affections Hrring in them, confeion
nefJe of evill, guiltine{Je of minde, fenfe of wrath,
aftonifhing and opprefSing feares arifing from the
apprebenfion of neare andunavoidable danger, are
naturallmeanes to make e-ven Pharaohs,Ahabs,
and Ninevites mourne and humble themfelves be-
fore God: But m keeping a day of fpirituall reioys
cing unto God, littleor uo help s s0 be expeéted
from the flefb, and that is one reafon,why common-
ly dayes of thanklgiving are tranflated with
much lefJe affection, life, and farvour then dayes of
humiliation. You fhould tberefore have chofen
Afaphs Teduthuns ,and Hemans whko might
skilfully have helped youto liftup the prai-
fes of God : but its now notime to complaine of
Jour choice, neither Will it be needfull, if the Lord
pleafe to be prefent, who can make the tongue of
the dumbe to fing, and can ordain his praife
out of the mouthes of babes and fucklings:
trufling thereforebis afSiftance,Ibefeech you attend
s0 bis boly Word, as you jhall find it writsen.
Bleffed
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Psarme 124.verfe 6, 7, 8.

Ble(fed be the Lord , who bath net given us as 4
prey totheir teeth, Our foulis efcaped as a bird
ontof the fnareof the fowler , the [nare is bro-
ken ,and we are efcaped. Our help is in the
Name of the Lord : who made beaven and
earth.

2% Studicd to have found outa Text which zusrs
2621 1243 mightevery way have been fuitable with @ion to
%= 1202 the mercies which this day we are to cele- ¢ 7e*
(. 228 brate, buc I confeffe I couldnotdo i¢, and

I do greatly queftion, whether Go b ever did fuch a ssewing
thing for matter and manner, as he hath now done :b‘.f"“’g‘
for thefe two unworthy Nations. This Textwhich I»o'(:n;:gn
have chofen comes very neare in the matter and way generally.
of our dcliverance, very home to the duty which this

day wee are to performe.

The Pfalmeis ftiled a Song of degrees, atitle pe- Theitt,
culiar to fifteen fhort Pfalmes fet downe together,
whether they bee focalled becaufe they wereto bee
fung with anexalted voice, or becaufe they were to
be fung upon the ftaires of the Temple where the
Siugers were to ftand, orwhether for the fuperemi-
nencic of the matter contained inthem, (they being
fo full of fhort, grave,and pithy fentences , all tend-
ing to exalt the praifes of G%d) I know not . In thﬁ

2 a
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A Sermon at the late ] bank (girving

Tnsredi-
dtion.

Author,

28amit 3,

Scepe.
P"’l 7404

And parts
of this

Yhalme,

all Interpreters agree, that for this third and laft rea-
fon.theyall deferve to be called Songs of degrees:
and cherefore any {entence of them will deferve and
call for the higheft degree of our reverend attention
to the unfolding of it. This Pfalme ( and three or
foure other of thele Songs of degrees) wasunquefti.
onably penned by King David,who therefore coun-
ted himfelf the man raifed up on high,becaufe he was
the anomted of the Lord, and the [weet Lﬁnger of Iftael,
clteeming it a greater mercic that the Spirit of God
{pake by him, then thatthe Nations were fubdued un-
der him : But upon what occafion he penned it,whe-
ther bifforically, {peaking of what was alreadie done,
or prophetically, foretelling deliverances to come,
{cither that out of Babylon, or that from A ntiochus
Zpiphanes ) Interpreters agree not , but we need not
trouble our {elves about it,becaufe (when ever the
particular ftorie fell out) without queftion the Spiric
of God intended it to fwite the like condition of the
Church in all ages: fothat even we enjoying the
fame mercie, and called to performe the fame duty,

may {ay for our fakes no doubt this Pfalme wag

writeen,

The matter whereof, is that, which Dewvid ufual.:
ly cals anewfong, even praife to.onr-God, yea the moft
pleafant and comely- praife ,vecording his dealing to
his peculiar people, to his own inheritance in fuch
mercies which be difpences notso orber Nations ; and:
may all be reduced to thefe two heads.

Firft, an Antecedent or a doctrine, Secondly,a Con
Jequent or the ufe of that doGrine. The Antecedent
ordoctrinall part is laid down and explained in the
five fisft verfes, the fumme whereof is, that God, end

a4
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God alone is on his peoples fide t0 deliver them 15 4ll
sheir moft deadly and defperate dangers. The Confe-
quent or ufe of this do&rine is laid down in thefe
three verfes which I have read. Bleffed be the Lord,
¢re. And it contains 2. brancles. 3. 7 herefore his
people praife him,becavfe be is on his peoples fide,
Ver. 6.7, 2. Therefore his people will truft in this migh-
tie God, whois almayes their helpin thetime of trouble,
verf, 8. . ‘

The firft branch or the uvfe of thank(giving, I have
chofento fpeak of this day, wherein ( for the more
quickning of their {ouls to praife God) the Prophet
filt repeates and illufirates the danger they were in
before deliverance came 5 and fecondly, the anthor,
time, manner, and way of their deliverance : and then
thirdly, celebrates this merciein his return of praifes,
Bleffed be the Lord, ¢y c. The danger they werein,is in
this verfe,and clfewhere in the Pfalme fet out by 3.
forss of comparifons, all exprefling the ftrength, ma-
lice, and rage of their enemies , and their own near-
neffe to be ruined and deftroyed by them., Firft, they
are compared tomen, ftrong men, proud men,wrathe
full men, whofe rage was kindled, cunning men, fub.
till men, unweariable men, like men thar go about
to fet nets and fnares to catch birds,entang ling them
before they are aware. Secondly, they are compa-
red to milde beafls, thar go roving and roaring about
to catch their prey , whom there is no pacifying,
they bad almost (wallowedus np quicke, oA preyto their
seeth. Thirdly, they are compared to the moft ma-
fterfull and mercileffe creatures of fireand water,their
wrath was kindled againtt us, the prowd wagers had
almoft fwallowed us, So that look. what potent,

B 2 cruell.

]

Intrody.
fvp,
—

More pat-
ticularly
opening
the text,

Inj.bran-
ches,



6 A Sermon at the late Thank [giving

ratrode- cruell, cunning men can do; look what ravenous

fion. ~ \wilde beafts, Lions, Tigers, Beares , Dragons, &c.

- are able to do 5 look what fire and water, raging firc,
and proud water,look whatall thefe are abletodo,
and then you may judge what the Churches Danger
was before Deliverance came.

Secondly, The delivérance, the anthor, time,and
manner of it, we have expreffed in thefe words , God
hath not givenus aprey to their teeth, our foulis efcaped
asabird ourofthe (nareythe [nareis broken,and we are
delivered. Then laflly follows the retarn of their
praifes for Gods needfull helpe in the time of
trouble.

The 2. firft branches, their danger and deliverance
I (hallbut briefly touch, takingthemin, onelyas a
foundation or groundfill, whercupon the building of
thankf{giving ( which we are this day to reare up)
may the more firmly and confpicuoufly ftand.

Firft Their danger from thefe enemies thus defcribed,
Branch, teaches us among what neighbours Gods people live in
Deferipti- yhis world,and what they are to expect from them.What
on of the . A
churches €ver the Lions paw or Foxes skin, open force and fe-
evemies,  cret cunning isable to bring to pafle, they muft con.

tinually look to be put in practife againft them, thus
itever hath been, thus it ever fhall be till Chrift have
fubdued all their enemies under their feet.

The Jews when they dwelt intheir own land of
Canaan were thus compafled , on the E4ff they had
the Moabites, Ammonites , Affyrians, and Caldeans,on
the Weft the Philiftines, on the North the Syrians, on
the Soush the Arabians and «Egyptians , and thefe
were all alike malicioufly bent againft them , and
whenever God letany of them loofe, they prefently

cxecuted
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cxecuted ail that cheir wrath, ftrength, and policie Leferipre
could bring to patleagainft them.  And juft fo hath 7,77 b
itbeen with the Church of Cliift ever fince, they enemies,
dwell among menthat are fet onfire , eventhe fonnes of |
men ,whofetecth are [peares andarrows, and their tongue
afbarp (word. They are hated and perfecuted of all
men, {o that what Paxl faid of his own cafe, the A&20.23
whole Church may fay ofhers, 1 know not the things m.;.x; »
that [ball betide me, (ave that the holy Ghoft witne(Jeth 11 Toha6.33.
every Citiethat bonds and afflictions abide me. - 3 Tim 3.
And would you know the caufe of it, It comes r, e
partly from the condition and qualitie of Gods people fes why
in this world,their lives and converfations arc contra- ;i"’ are
ryto other men, they dare not runne with them to the | pe, , ,
fame exceffe of fin,this their neighbours think ffrange
of,and this their holy life giveschecke to others,and
armes their con{ciences againftthem , and thercfore
they hatethem. This you fhall fecin Revel, 11. 10.
to be the caufe why ali the inhabitants of the earth
were fo mad agaioft the two witneffes, (thar is)the
{mall number of them that bore witnefle to Chrifis
truth, in the time of Antichrifts apoftafie, becaule
thefetwo witnefles tormented them thas dwelt wpon
the earsh, and partly the outward condition of Gods
people is moft what meane and contemptible; they
have indeed glorious things, but thefe are hidden
from the cyesof the world, their out-fide appeares
as their Saviours did when he converfed here upon
earth without forme or comelineffe, there was no Sfay £33
beautie why they thould defire him. They have little o
countenance frommen, few of them are wife, noble, 3Cor 1.26°
or mighty, but they are the foolifb, weake, and bafe ones
of the warld, Now low fliles are <afily troden down,
every

fal.g7.1,
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Defuripti- every hawke dare flie at pigeon, any wilde beaft run

on ofthe  ar 2 filly lambe.

fh,,,",;ff:: 2. And partly it comes from that inveterate ha.

———— tred and enmity which God hath put berwixe she feed
of the ferpent and the [eed of the woman , from which
enmitie it comes to pafle, that the wicked can no
more ceafe to perfecute the righteous,thenthe sroy-
bled Sea canceafe from casting up mire and dirs.

3. And partly from the devill, who as he reignes
in all the children of difobedience, fo where ever he is,
he makes it his great work to make warre with the wo-

l:‘;'f‘x * manand her feed, which keep the commandments o

God,and have theteftimonie of Jefus Chriff. Perfecu-
ting men often die, often have been reconciled sper-
fecuring Kings and Princes have become nurfing Fa-
thers and nurfing Mothers , but Satan never turnes
Chrittian. Non (emper feviunt Nerones, fed nunquam
ce(fat diabolus. The devill ever goes about like roaring
Lion fecking to devonre them.

4. Yea God himfelf hath ordered it to be fo for
his own glery, becaufe he delights to rule among 8 his
enemies, and to make the wrath of man to turn to his
praifé,that he may fhew his wifedome, power, and
lovein preferving his Lillie among the thornes, and to
keep his 6ufh (though burning) from confuming,

p Many arc the ufes whichthis leflon might teach
1.Infiru- US, I fhall onely name thefe two as moft agreeable
on.  toour prefent bufineffe. Firft, to admire,adore, and
Toadmire . .

Gods pre. Prailc the wifedome, goodnefle, power, and care of
ferviion God in the protection and prefervaticn of his
;ﬁl’;{{ cn Church and people in the midft of fo many and
andfoma- mighty malicious and impetucus adverfaries. We
mes - are prone to wonder why Gods people walking fo

innocentv

Applicati-
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snnocensly and inoffenfively thould meet with fo much
hard ufage, but alas could we read whart is in the
heart and purpofe of all our ill neighbours, we
fhould rather wonder that there is one godly man left
in the world: In ftead of thinking it ffrange concerning
their fierysrials, (asthough fome (trangething happened
wnto them) we fhould with thankfull hearts daily fing
this Plalme, were not the Lord himfelf on our fide, we
Jhould inftantly be (wallowed up quick,the waters would
overwhelme us, the proud waters would go even over
our foul.

Secondly, this may teach us all never to be fe-
¢ure, if we have efcaped one danger, if we be come
oyt of fix troubles,and the feventh hath not been able
to hurt us, if wholearmies of our enemies be over-
throwne, lec us not hang up our armour upenthe wall,
grow not careleflc becaufe she rod of him that fmote us
15 broken, for out of the Serpents rost will come forth a
Cockatrice,andthe fruitwill be a fiery flying Serpent,
God hath lately done great things for thefe two un.
worthy Nations, great encmies are quelld, great yokes
are broken, blefled be his Name for it: but our ene-
micsare not all dead , our adverfary the devill wlo
rulesin all thechildrenof difobedience, compaffeth the
earth, and gocs about like a roaring Lion, feeking whom
hemay devonre Be fober therefore and watchfull, and
kcep on thewhole aymour of God, that we may be able 10
withfland in the evill day, and having done all 12
fand.

Butthoughthere be caufe of watchfulne(fe,yet you
will fee there is no caufe of diffrufffull fear by that
time [ have briefly opened the mext branch which is
the anthor, manner,and way of their deliverance, God

¢ batn
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oiiof the
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Tbe chur- hashnot not given us apreytosheir teesh, gy, ( Where
thes 4l among many confiderable things) I fhall onely com-

——— mend to youthefe 2. obfervations,

Firft, That shey were not made 4 prey, becasfe God
would net give them as aprey to their tees,

Init. Secondly, when they wereas birds caught in the
netand faared , God chofe that for his time to break
their fnares afunder,

1.Doél.  The firft affordsus this comfortable leffon. Thae

o fboile how potent focver, how cuniing or malicious focver, she

"th'uri;,, encmies of Gods Churchare , how greaty imminent, oy

ill God wnavoidable the damgers of Gods peaple are, yet they ne-

e '};: i1, Ver can bemade a prey, unle(fe God will give them Jora
prey. All things feeme to meet that might make
them a prey, yet becaufe God would not givethem to
be a prey, therefore they were not made 4 prey.

This isabundantly proved out of the Seripture,

Proved by When ever God told his people they fhould be fpoiled,

Seripeares it was added, bewould deliver them up : When at
any time they were (poiled, God is faid to f; poil them.

Indg.ga. Godfold his people into the hand of Fabin King of
Canaan. The Lord deliversd them inro the hand of

Tudg.6.1. M4dian. Ged [old his people for nought, Ae made

Phil 44 8. them a reproach,afcorn, and derifion, 4e made them
turn their backs from their enemie. So kewife
when they defired deliverance from their enemics,
they ufed to beg inthefe termes, that God would wos

Yal74s deliver the (oul of bis turtle unto the minltitude of theiy

Y ememies,accounting all to depend upon Gods a®, if
God refofed todelsverup his turtle, they feared mone

others carching or thooring his turtle,
Moft remarkable is that place in Deyr. 32. 30,
The Lord did there in that fong tell the people Whﬁ
wou
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would bevide them fartheir rebellion afterward, Tbe(bara
they (hould be (Castered imto corners,and be madea b deb-
[porleto all their enemies.rownd about them , infomuch -
that two or threeaf their enemies [bould chafe a thoufand

of them, sndabandfull.of their enemics fhonld put ten
thoufand of themso flight. Now whereas they might

objec and fay, Isthisaccording to thy pramife, that
thoumadeftinthe 26, Lewvss. That thy people fhould Levicabs
chafe shesr evemies, tlz:;ﬁm of thems fhould chafe an o
hundred, and an bundred of shem [bould put tew thou.

Jand to flight , how comes it then, that oxe thould
chafeuvhoufand of thy peaple? Mark whatanfiver 6od
makesthem in that 30. werfe, This could never have

been, swisffe their Rock had [old them , and the Lord

bad fbut them wp. 1f God fay to ene, Spoile them fhut

them up, it is done prefently. If God will not do it e

the sworld cannotdo it.

And thegrawnd of it is plain , becaufc God not And Ree. -
onely s a wall of five about them , keeps awaschfull o
eyeupon them, carvies them under his wings,and in bis imentsa

fome, but evenall creatures, all things which mighe God.
hurt thom, all their enemies who wos/d hure them, > Their
have fuch a dependance upon God ,that (not onely  depen-
in-bimthey live, and move, and have theirbeing, bur) ‘é‘";‘g!"’“
all their motions and operations are but as Tools in in; Snely
Gods hands. Thatalthough they feem to work from hisinflex-
principles of theirewn, yet the truth is, they are but ™™
meerly as the s and the fawe in the bandof God who
ufeth them, This the Scripture fpeaks an hundred
times. The great King of Affyria was buttherod of 1, .
Gods anger, though his heart thought not fo. And
when he thought to do more againft Gods people
then God intended, God told bim the Ax did but Vel 1,

Cz2 boaft




12 ASermon at the late Thank|giving
churches  boaft it (elf again(t bimthat hewed with it, andthe fawe
deliver  magmified i1 [elf againft bim that (baked 1t and the faffe
~—— lifted up it felf as sf it forgot it felf to be s picce of wood,
‘And itmuft aeeds be fo,elfe God were . not onely
and wholly to be truftedin, nor onely and wholly to be
Jought and prayed to,and confequently not onely and
whelly to be acknowledged as God: Could any hurt his
Toow. it fervants again(t bis will, hisfervants muft fear fome
22z 5. others befides 4im, Ande out any creature reafonable
coutra  or unreafonable, Angels or devils,good or bad,who
g;}',.’;‘,/,f;," door:cando any thing otherwife then as fecond
lib.1.senr, caufes which are wholly carried: by the firft caufe,
Zi-39.  andformy part I fhould acknowledge a Deitiein it
Pro.16.9. the¢reature fhould pafie for a God, and - Gods abfo-
Ry lnte foveraigntie would be denyed. Whereas the
1 Cor 1. Scripture teaches us that-not onely the hearts and
6. wayes of ordinary men,but eventhe bearss of Kings
Seplicaci- iwhychare moft{overaigne and independant, and /ots
tInfe.  Whichare mott cafuall, areall difpofedof by God, whe
Blonsin  works allinall. Inote this for thefetwo ends Firft,
looronl to.teachall that are in covenant with God inall. the
acGods  evils that betide them, to look further then the yod
hand  ihat fmites them. Some cunning enemy. undermines
thy peace; fome fonle mouth reproachesthy good name,
Yobii fome powerfuld and malicions enemies {poil chy carsell,
fome firebusns up thy fheep and fervants, fome winde
fromthe wildernefle fmites the foure corners of thy
fobs.  Poufe, and makes it fall upon thychildren,fome dewsl

afflicts thy body with fore boyles,and thy foul with
invenomed arrows. What fhoulde} thou now doa
contend with the inflrument  bite the ftone (like a
dog) that ftrooke thee? Oh no ! Remember Shime;
could never curfe David till God bade him. A fbuy

could
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could never fmite Ifrael till God ufed himas 4 faffe
inhisown band, Satancould touchnothing that Feb
had, till God delivered it into his hand No not en.
ter into an herd of fwine till Chrift fent him, Look
not therefore tothe creature , but with Fob acknow-
ledge itis Gods hand gnely The not having learned
this leffon, is the caufe of moft of that finfulneffc
that isfound inour ill bearing of croffes, and makes
us exceedingly wrong the creature,ourfelves, and our
Ged moftof all ' .

1. We wrong the creasare, which is but Gods in-
firument in over-fearing it, or over-grieving it,as if
our weale o wo did come from it and fo make an
Idoll of it, attributing {omewhat to the creature
which is peculiar to God.

Secondly, we wrong our felves,for (befide a great
deale of loftcare, and griefe, and pains which in-
creafeth our finne, and {orrow in fretting at the In-
ftrument, and gnawing the chain which tyesus, in
knocking at a wrong doore, fecking help whese it
cannot be had) we lofe the gosd which God intends,
God never fends a crofle, but it is upon fome arrand
torour good Godsrodalwayeshathavoice Hear
the Rod and who hath appointed it  Now would we
hear God fpeaking by his red, lic down at his foor,
and fay with Fob, Shew me why thou contendeft wish
me, we fhould then finde, that Gods correction would
feal our infiraction jto tryus, to withdraw us from
fomefinfull way, and to &eep back our foul from the
pit-which by notlooking at Godshand we deprive
our{elves of.

Thirdly, we wrong God moft of all, when with
our-finfull communicating to the creature a great
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chircher part of that griefe,, care, feare, defire, Scc. which
delive-  fhould be onely befrowed upon him, we do alfo
~—— hereby deny his providence, as if there could be a»y
Amos 3.6 £Vill in the Ct'?, whichthe Lord hath not dove.
s:Exhor. _ O€cOndly, fince we never can be aprey till God will
ation.  give ustobe a prey, Keep in with God,20d you are
Keepin 4 fafeenough ; none (hall arreft you, tillGods hand be
andallis tothe warrant. We obferve, fince the beginning of
fafe.  the Parlisment,many walk confidently abroad inthe
very faceof Creditours, Bayliffes, and Sergeaats,
when they have got a lawfull Parkiament.Protection,
whobefore durft not thew their heads s they know
theycannot be arrefled till their mafer. puts them
out of his protection. O how much more boldly:
they walk who abide under the protection.of the A
mightie, who being called to great fervices for God,
and endeavouring to walke faithfully in their work,
may conclude that no Wit can be ferved on them
on earth, till their maffers hand have figned itin Aee-
ves. See how ourblefled Saviour encouraged him-
felfand his difciples by thisargument in the 1 1 - ok,
ver. 7. Chrift told his difciples they muft £0 agan
into Fudea, why Malter, fay his difciples, the ;m:
of luse fought to flone thee there,and goeft thou thither
again? Now mark Chrifts anfwer, v. 9.  fre thene
wotswelve houres inthe day, if a manwalk inthe dayhe
Stumbles mot, becanfe he fees the light of thisworld, The
meaning is this; That as they who travell by day ;tra.
vell in fafetie, fo they that walk inthe light of Gods
callin any bufinéfle, walk (afe from danger: go abeut
abufinefle withoutacall, and we walkas at .mid-
night. Men thathave letters of publike faith,lecters
of fafe condud, dare go any where through troaps

of
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of enemies, from one end of an enemies countrey to Chusches
another : Go ontherefore boldly, ( ye Worthies of ‘:f,l::’" :
the Lordydo his work faithfully, bthere fhall 70 evill e
befall you, nor any plague come »i dwelling , o
tb{;ﬁ:d fhall fall atyour frde, and.fm z/‘z’::ﬁ»d atngyanr

right hand,bus1ill God put your Name in, till God

fay toplague, or pox, or feaver, or Traitors,or death,

ceize upon fuch a Nebleman,take {uch a Parliament-

man, they never can touch you. And I'fhould expect

Gods delivering youin difplealure to-any evill aoy

where fésner, then when your heasts and hands arc
employed in his (ervice.

The fecond obfervation is from the mamner and 2 DofZ.
time of their deliverance, God let them alone, wntill g"m‘i’s ”‘."“P

were almoft in the teeth of the wilde beaft, un- in exere-
till the bird waseven caught in the Fowlers fnare, mity.
and then he comes and {natches themas a prey from
their teeth, then he breaks the Fowlers fnare,and the
bird efcapes; And that affords us this leffon.

When Gods people are cometo the greateft extremitic
of danger,that is the timewhich God chufes for their
deliverance.

Thereare 2.branches in this leflon. Firff, God Herein 2,
ufes to let evils go onagainft the Church, till they [ aches.
come to extremities. Secondly,when the extremitiess les evils
come,thenGods help comes in. Firft, God lets evils ¢ome
run on tillthey.come toextremity, 1 donot {2y God- shough -
lets them #/wayes come to extremitie, for then the notal.
Church fhould everbein extremitie, her enemies "
are alwayes devifing mifchiefe agaioft her: fome-
times God crufhes their iusentions while they are in the
fhell : Thus Jeroboams hand withered, whenhefaid | King,
againft. the Prophet, Lay held of bim. Thus the 53,4,

Emperour.
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Emperour 7alens could not write when he thould
confirm Bafils banithment. Sometimes God meets
them snthe midff of therr enterprifé, and thus he put
hiséredle 11 the jaws, and s hook 1 the moftrils of Se-
nacher:b, when he was coming againft Hezekiah,

Bucoftentsmeshe lets his people come into greas
extremtse, Fofephs feet are huyt in the flocks,the tron
enters into bis foul. The Ifwlim taleof brick fhall be
dowbled, David [hall be bunted like a Patridge .n the
monntasns. The 3. Children [ballbe thrown into the fie-
7y furnace. Damsel cafd into the Lions den. The Decree
Jorrooting out of the Jews effablifbed by the Law of the
Medes and Perfians, before any hope of deliverance
comes.

But thenwhen extremicy is come, the Lord never
failstobeahelp 1n the needj%ll sime of trouble. All the
former examples prove it , Abundance of promifes
affure us of it, Our ownexperience can abundantly
teftifie it: Yea, I think, were all the examples in the
world loft of Gods helping his people at a pinch,
they might be all revived in the exper.ence of Gods
dealing with this anworthy Nation,clpecially 1n thefe
#we Inftances which I (hall give you,

The firft is, chat of the Powder treafon , when the
neck of the whole State,the glory both of the
Church and the flourithing Common-wealth lay
upon the block, and the Inftruments of death lifted
up, and a few houres had done that which all the
world could not have repaired: and our cafe fo much
the more helpleffe, becaufe ali was done in the dark,
we could fufpect nodanger. In that exsremity our
God fends his Angel, and delivers us from a//the ex-
peciation of bis enemies.

2 The
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2. Theother which is as remarkable 5 15 this greas Churches
mercie which we have now received , and this day 24v*r-
come to celebrate : Ifpeak to wife men, and theres ——
fore mby words may be few, youall know our gfates,
our Iiberties,our Religion , and what ever we may
cal ours were 1n a manner irrecoverably loft through
the malice and pradtife of wicked Inftruments, and
a dreadfull cloud hath thefe two or three yeersbeen
gathering, and hanging over our heads, continually
readie todiflolve into fhowers of blood, the rwo Na-
tions readie to imbrue ctheir hands in cach others
blood, the moft obferving people in the Kingdome
expecting nothing but cercain ruine , and our neigh-
bours reund about usdid conclude chat we fhonld
foon be made the moft defolate people intheworld,
help we could fee none, our Prophets were growne
fools, and our (piritusll men mad , The Fudges and
Ralers who thould have been our help, had many of
them their hands in the means of our deftruion:
Wewere tantum non: fwallowed up in confufion:

And when the foundations were thus diffolved,

what could the righteous do, onely with Zehofbaphat 1 Chron,

mournebefore God,and acknowledge, Lordwe bave **-

70 help, we know nos what to do, but our eyes are towards

thee : and now lo, our God hath broughc all abou,

and wroughe a great deliverance as we fee this

day.

);\nd would you know the grounds whyit fhould be p.yp,

fo,Icould give you reafons cnough,why God thould why God

help his people, they are bis peogle, in covemnant with ,‘fifplﬂ;,‘f

him,.he hath redeemed them by the blood of his 1ot of

Sonne, he hath premifed to helpthem , their caufe trouble,

is his oz, they betake themleclves oncly and wholly
D 0
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The Chur- to his help. But why he thould p# off his helptill
e el time ofextremitie, why he fhould fuffer his people

~ to cometo. o lowe anebbe, this is a thing which
many wonder at,

And why  To fatisfie you inthis, I can never give abettey
dsoofk  reafon then our Lord himfelf gives in the 11.Foh,
kelpill  There you fhall inde when Lazarns was vety ficke,
exwremity. {icke almoft unto death,his two fifters fenc 2 meffen.
Ver.34. gerto Chriltto-tell him, Lordbe whons thas loveft is
fick;they thought hewhom thou loveft is fick was argu
ment enough to fecch Chrift prefently , bur though
Chrift loved Zazarus, he tarried twe or thyee dayes,
and fent this anfwer , 74is fickne[fé is not unte deash,
but for the glory of God, thas the Somneof Godmighe be
glorified thereby as if he thould f: ay, The true caufe of
this great fickneffe,, and my delaying to come pre.
fently, is not becaufe Lazarus thould be tormented
or killed, but becaufe Chriff thould be glorified, So
Not to _thevery caufe of Gods purting off and delaying to
Seopleor Delp,and letting things come toan extremitie,is not
plealc his becaufe he would have his people affli&ed, and his
*emie- enemies to triumph and be exalted, but it is to gain
the more bonony and gloryto his own Name, to manifeft
his wifedome,power, love and goodnefle in creating
deliverances for them. Such mercies as come in an
ordinaric way are commonly interpreted to come
froman ordinarie love, but mercies and deliverances
But for coming inanunexpectedtime, inan extraordinary way
st 842 and manner,in them Geds Tove and goodneffe is moft
or his  apparantly-feen and acknowledged. God loved He-
own glory zekiak as well at other times, as when he fent an As-
&etto kill ninefeore thoufand of his enemies at one time,
inone night, and when at another time, he made the

Sunne
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Sunoe go back ten degrees in the diall of b3 ma-
king one day as long as two, in token of his deliver-
ance. God loved thethree Children as well ar other
times, as when he preferved them inthe fiery furnace,
foas the fmell of fire fhould not be upon them. And
Daniel was as deareto God at other times, as when
he fhut up the Lyons mouthes ,that they could not
burthim. But his power over them, his mercie and
goodneffe to them, his juffice againft their enemies,
never was {o exalted,as in deferring {olong, & foun-
expectedly helping them in their greateft extremity.
Themfelves not onely finde it, but their enemies are
then conftrained to acknowledge it. All Mofes Sey-
mns andtbrestnings could not make the o £gyprians
fo much acknowledge Gods being on his peoples
fide, as when they having promifed themfelves to
overtake them to divide the [poile of them, to have their
Uuft [atisfied upon them , to have their hands defiroy
thews, when they were ensangled in theland , when the
Wilderne(fe and the Sea had [but them in, God then
came inand made the Sea apath for his people, and the
waters awall tothem, but sook off the £gyptians Cha-
rioswheels ,and turned the waters upon them : Then
they are conftrained to cry out, Let us flee from the
facesf Ifrael, for the Lord fightesh for thews againft the
Egyptians.
-~ Thus you fee this truth cleared, that God never
fails his people in a time of need, let us bricfly make
thefe two or three Vies of it.

Ficft, for our Inftrution we hence lcarne, that 4l
plots againft she Church and people of God muft prove
Juceeffeleffe intheevent, how wife,how cunning,how

ftrong foever they are, who manage an ill caufe
D apainft
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againft the Lord ,and againft his Church, though
for a time with that little bornin the 7. of Daniel,
they may be very ffouz, avd [peak wery great things,
and make warrewsth the Saints , and profper though
they may carry the balllong at their foot, they can
never wiane the goale, God will come in an adver-
fary againft them, he will awake as ome ont of flecp,lrke
a mightyman that fhouts by reafon of wine,and put thems
to aperpetuall reproach. Search allthe Scripuures,and
. you fhall finde, thatshss 15the heritage of the fervants
of the Lord, that noweapon that is formed againft them
Jhallprofper s either their plos fails, or the thing which
they sntendedss turned another way : Their plot failed
nstin the 6. of Dansel, they aymed to get Danielinto
the Lions den,and inthey got him, bur they little
thoughtthat the event thould be Dansels preferva-
t10n and exaltatson,and their own deflraitsan, So the
devilland his Infiruments failed not in theii plot in
getting Chris? aponthe Croffe, but they little thought
that this bruifing of onr Savionrs beel(hould prove the
breaking of the Serpents head , Theredemption of the
Church, andthe leading of all the powen of darkne(fe cap-
twvity aprrve, Mark this all ye wifemen and greas Po-
bststsans ofthe world, that dare drive defignes againft
the caufe of God and his Church, write it.down,and
fay your unworthy Minificr taught you this day
from God, Though ye take counfell together.it [hall
come tonought thoughye [peak theword s [hal not fand,
Jor God is withus Hamans wife long ago could tell
her husbasd, it Mordecaiwas of the [eed of the Fews,
he [hould never prevail againft him, but fhowid farely
fall befare him. Weigh thercfore all your defignes in
the ballance of the Sanituary layafide allcarnall and

finfuls
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finfull projets, put your' felves and all your reafon Charches
under Chrifts footftool, take Gamaliels counfell, re- o
frainfrom oppofing. thofe men, who advance Gods ~————
work,yas cannot overthtam it , left haply ye be found B8535,
svin to fight againf.God,

Secondly, this may be a-mighty and wonderfull 2. Confo-
refrefbing toallche fervants of God in their deepeft coveasing
and bewvieft pieffurés.amd afflicitons though oze deep 1o expea
vall 10 anotberyvhough thou. feem to be caft beyond help in
the Antar&ick pole, though all ‘humane*hOpe and triall’s.
help fail, though thy hears fail, and thy flefh fas! 5 thy
Godwill never fanls though thou arracthy wits.end,
thou haftno caufeto be at thy farhs end, take Gods
book inthy hand, finde out the promifes:, how Ged
hath engaged himfelf to help at a pinch , and when
thou haftgot a promife.of deliverance, then beleeve
that beaven and earth fhill be jumbled together, ra-
ther then one jot or titleof Geds promife fhall not
come to paffe in duetime: Nay though he feeme 20
break bis promife beleeve it tiot 3 for fo he feemed to
doto Mary and:Martha, he fent them word ‘Lazarus gnd to
ickne(Je was not todeath,andhie feemed to il for La. felyes upe
{4aras died,but they thould hdve beleevedany thing, on God
ratherthen that that fickneffe fhould have been unto o bis
death.. '

0kject:. But whatif Tcan finde no promifé that
Goa wint'detiver me: out of this ftrait. Tanfwer, ei.
ther thou artin cévenant with God, or not, ifthou
be net in covenant, 1f thoube an unbeleever ;an impe-
wéten perfon, 1 affiire thee there is .no promife in all
this book of God that fpeaks one word of comfort
tothee: All Gods promifes are yea, and Amen 1o them

D3 who
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cburcbes who are in Chrift Jefus: I thould wrong Ged, and his
delive-  yyuth,and thy foud, in [peaking one word of comfore
—— tothee. Butifin truth thou relieft upon Chrift,the
bent of thy heart be turned to God , and.fo thou be
brought underthe line of his covenant,then I fay to
thec, if there be no promife for thy ftrait, thy ftraitis
not greatly tobe regarded. God hath made promifes
to dcliver thee from every evill work, from what
ever might hurt thee, and thouneedtt not feare that

which cannot hurt thee,
3 Exhor. L hirdly and latly, Righe Honorable and beloved,
cwionto how thould this ffeel your fpivits , and raife up your
Ul Sods hearts, andmake youwith Jehofbaphat lified up in the
lpecially ayes of God : youhave great works to do, the plam-
when em- ing ofa new heavenand a new earthamongft us, and
g‘rﬂf‘}c‘r'_’ great works have great ememies, they are attended
vies.  withgreat dangers;and oftentimes great fears ceize
To fere UpONthe pirits of Mofés himfelf, when helooks upon
nothing. - the workwhich he knows too great for him.- Buc
could youremember that you walk not onely wnder
Geds protection, but undera promife thas he will come
in when ever younéed him, howboldly mightyou
place your help in the Nume of this God wlmLtlr
made heaven andearth : Set you your hearts to Gods
work,God hath fet 4is heart upon you to deliver you,
anid he can do it. Darius (et his bears on D aniel tidels-
ver bip, awd [abavred ir, butcounld-nar doir: Backit
isbut for your God to command deliverance and it
comes. 1muy fay thelefle,becaufe of all the expe-
rience youhave had of Gods fulfilling this fince your
meeting togesher : how often have yon been at your
wits end? how-often have youcbb’d and flowed, and
yet in all your extremities God hath come in be.
yond
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yond your expeQation. Truft fill in this God, feek Churckes
him in his own way, and {ay thus with your felves, %iver-
Heisour rock,our fortre(fe, he will deliver us, bistruth e

fhall be our fhield and buckler,

Yet remember that [ do net teach you, that ye
can never be left to futfer ina good caufe, that were
to preach contrary to the Gofpel, all Chrifts difci-
ples muft sakeup their croffe and follow him : you thall
read inthe 11. of Daniel, ver.33. That they that under-
fand among the people, and inftruct many , fhall, fall by
the (word, and by flame by captivitie, and by fpoil many
dayes, andwhen they fall, they (ball be holpen with lissle
or ne-belp, but yet mark what follows, their fall thall
onely beas the filver fals into the firnace : Thereare Ver 3s.
three endswhy the Refiner of filver puts it into the
fire. Firft, to #ry it, whether it be pure or reprobate
filver. Sccondly, to betterit, to purge out the droffe:
Thirdly, to burnifb it, to make it more beautifull.So
thefe fhall fall 10 try them,and to purge and make thems
white, neither fhall it be fo long as their enemies
pleale, but even zothe time of the end,tothe time ap-
pointed by God, Refolverherefore upon it, thatif ye
do fuffer, if evill do betide youina geod way, and for
agood canfe,your fufferings will be better for you,
then freedome from [ufferings , they (hall be onely to
#ry you, to purge you, and to make youwhite,and at the
appointed time deliverance will come , which if it
bea while deferr’d, you fhall be liberally pay’d-for
your forbearance. Thus Ihave done with the fecond
part of my Text, and now

I proceed to thethird Branch of my text, which I
moft aymed at, the ufe which the Church makes of
thisgoodnefle of God, Bleffed bethe Lord, dre, |

The
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(bwrches  The Hebrew word , Barach, when it is applied
'::ﬂ’{,’ff“" from the creature to God, fignifics, Benedicere , lau-
— = dare, offerre munus, To bleffe, to (peak well of, to offer
23 agift,topraife. Thisis our work this day,and fo witha
3pranch- out any more Preface, I come to handle that Jeffen
ches dury, Which is our maine duty iz,
oo Fusife  That the praifing of God is the fervice which Gods
deliver. people areso performe.when ever God delivers them.
ance.  This isaDo&nne wnich needs much explication and
Tbis duey application,but Little prosfe. No one leffon more in-
manded. Culcated in the whole Scriptures:, frequently com.
PGl so.  manded, Call upon meinthe timeof trouble | and I will
Plias, Hear thee, andthou balt praife me Allthat (eek the Lord
32 fhall praife bim. Obthat menwould praife the Lord for
PiL1o7. "fop his goodneffe, foure times repeated in one Plalme.
Atleaft an hundredtimes in one expreflion or other it
isenjoyned in this book of the P(almes.
nl;prajfe_ the Lord, praife yethe Lord, preffed ande.
peatedalmottin every verfe of diverfe Pfalmies 5 as if
the Propher knew not what other duty to call for.
2Typifed. 2, Thisduty was likewife #ypified inthe old Law;
They had two forts of facrifices, fhadowing out
morall duties, {ome peszsiomary, whereby they fought
God for the mercies wnicn they needed Others
were Eucharifticall peace-offerings , wherein. their
praifes were rendred unto God, and thefe was to.be
as conftant as their Senvlicatory. or- Expiatory Laciic
fices.
Pradi « The duty hath alwayes been practifed by al
3Pracifed ngs fervants):, the time v%r’ould failpme,,tf; teYl of
Noah,  Abrabam, Facob, Mofes, all the good Jndges,
Kiugs, Priefts,and Prophets, whofe Hallelujahs were
as conftan as cheir Hofamnaes, VWhen ever chey had

Jought
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fought God and found him, their next work was voTse Chura

magnifieand praife him. And for the rule and pradiife £ /4%

of thé Chriftian Church, 1 fhall paffe by many exhor-"———.

tations and examples, and fatisfic you abundantly Betha

with oneplace which is the fourth of the Revelation. 30q new

That Chapterisa de{cription of Chrifts prefence in Teftamene

the Chriftian Church,and of all their fervice and car-

riage towards him ;there ye have the Lambe fitting

upon thethrone in the midft ofhis pcople, thereye

have al{o, all the multitude of his. Saswesin all the

foure quarters of the world, thadowed out by the HMead.

foure beafls, there ye havethe multitude of Chrifts f,f'”,','}f,’:'

Minifters, thadowed out by the foure and tweney El. 1. 4.

ders, fitting upon their feats : Now mark what all the

ferviceis which thefe foure beafts,and foure andtwen-

ty Elders perform to him that fits upon the throne,

itis exprefled, verf. 9. to be nothing elfe,but to give

glory, hewour, and shanks to him that lives for ever and

ever : So that all Chriftian worfhip, publique, and

folitary, whatever the corpsof itbe, the foul of it is

nothing but honesr, and glory, and praife to our God

throug f;ﬁn Chriit. Many reafons might be given,

why praife and thankfgiving thould be rendred unto geror

God: Allexcellency and honour is his originall due: All dury.

good things are received from his hand freely : Now

common honefty requires , that undeferved favours

thould be received with thankfulnefle, A benefit re-

ceived, and a Return of praife are infeparable among _

all Civill Nations. Buc I fhallinfift onely upon this T ™i®

one. Itismoft
This (ervice of praife is the oneiy Quit-rent or Ho. e to

mage which God hath referved to himfelf for all the Al whick

mercies which he beftows upon bis Churcis,  Vnderftand herequires

E it
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The chur- it, I befeech you, T fay what everthe Lord doth for
‘,:f;,?{f”“ his Church and people, he hath referved nota fhoe-
DU latcher, fave onely his praife and glory. Which to un-
derftand , know that there are three things meet in
cvery mercy. Firft, the thing it [elf which is given,
fuppofe food, rayment,health, life, peace,wife,chil-
dren, or what ever we enjoy. Secondly,thereis the
fweetne(fe of it, the comfort which may be drawn out
1 the ufe of it. Thirdly, there isthe glory of it, or
the commendation that may arife from ic,the somour oz
praifewhich exsltsout of it. Thermo firft God freely
gives away, he hath made nothiag but he freely be»
frows, he gives heaven to the Sainssand Angels,be
gives the earthto the [omnesof men, he gives all crea-
tures living u;ion earth for their ufe ; And allows
them to takeall che fiveetneffe and comfore, which can
poffibly be drawn out of his free gifts, lets them
drink and be filled with the juyce and marrow of
every mercie : onely his glory he will never part with,
his glory and praife he will give to none. They fay
Quir rents and Reyalties are Y0 prized by Lords of
Mannors, that they will not {ell them under zhirrie
er fourty yeers parchafe : But the Lords Royalty and
Homageof praifeand thask(giving is more precious
. unto kisn then hesven and earth : Infomuch that itis
Ramr.2i. all one in his account, #ot to be acknowledged God,and
His grear. MOE206¢ praifed, Yeafodeare is his praifeand glory,
eheadof thatit was the utmoff and bighe[t end he propounded
:"L:i‘:: to himfelf in creating, wpholding and geverming this
o goodly frame of heavenand carth, even that his glo-
Pro 164 pyand excellency might [bine forth, thatas of bim, and
wom.13. by bim, (o alithangs might be for him.And s all things
36 were made far his praife, fo the crcature man was in
fpeciall
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[pesiall manner made ta beafic bayliffe or gathererin
of Gods Quit-rent of praifes fromall the reft of the
creatures, and to pay it unto himfelf. And this Dsvid
acknowledges in the 8. Plalme, and magnifies as an
infinite advancement of manabove all tt e reft of the
creatures, that Geds glory which is above she heavens

T be Chur.
ches thank
neffe.

Manbei
in fp:a'zﬁ
manner

created for

thould be ordained to proceed ont of the mouth of {uch “

a poore worme as man ise ~

Nay if we look yet further intoit, we fhall finde
that when all mankinde had finned, and fell fhort of
the glory of God, would not praife him,and could not
prarfe him, the Lord thercfore bought a peculiar fa-
mily to himfelfby theblood of his Sonne , that he
might havea people of his ownto praifc him ;who
mightwhile they are here upon carth, collect, ga-
ther in,and offer up the praifes due unro his Name.
And rherefore he cals his redecmed ones his fonnes
and daughters,which ke bashereated far bis glory. This
is plainly taughc in the 22. Pfalme, in the latter end
whereof, ye have a defcription of the Church or
kingdome of Chrift , which (as there is faid ) fhall
be gathered out of all Nasions,and all forss of people,
fome that are f2¢ and mighty upon earth, fome of
the poerethat lic in the duft, who want bread tokeep
themfelves alive, all thefc fhallbe counted to the
Lotd for a gencration, s feed who [hall ferve him ,and
what fhall this fervice be2 even to declare and fex
forth bis righteous works from generation to. gene-
ration, here is all this holy feed hath ro do; firft to feck
him, then to praife him, to enioy him,and to glorifie
him. Sothatwhat Solomonfaid of fearing God,and

And the
Chuech
redeemed
for this
very end
and work.

1(1.43.7‘ 'Y

Vere 26.

keeping bis Commandments , this is the whole duty of Ecclel1a.

man, The fame I may fay of shank[giving, praife
E2 God

FR



28 A Sermon at the late Thankfgiving

e chur- God and glorific him, for this is the whole duty of
ches 1547k the Church in this world ; And not onely ia this
Junelse momentany pilgcimage, but even to all ezermitie : if
you would know what the triumphant Church
doth, how the glorious Saints and Angels are em-
ployed, this one word Hallelujah exprefleth it fully,
praife ye the Lord,

And by this time, I hope you fee good reafon
why our praifes thould fucceed our prayers, and ac-
company our deliverances,

Bue will fome fay,all this labour might have been
Moy o Ipared, isthere any man who will not praife Gods
inthe na- Doth the man live who is not willing and ready to
wre of give God the praifes due unto his Name 2 1anfier.
MY Tndeed if to praife God wereno more then moft
people think, it were the mott univerfall, common,
eafie, cheap, and conflant duty in the world, fuch who
never kept a holy faft in all their life time, fuch who
neither pray to God in their family, nor in their
chamber, do yet ( if their carnall minds maybe the
mdge) praife God an hundred times. Every day,their
ordinary phraleis, I thank God, 1 prasife Ged.Ask but
of their welfare, well 7thank God, they fay : Enquire
of their families, all well, 7 praife God: Every mouth
isfilled with the praifes of God; ble[sing proceeds
out of the fame mouth which is full of curfing : young
men andmaids, eld men and childyen can all praife God.
Butalas, moft men 3re infinitely miftaken in this du-
tie, a thankfull man who can finde? there is not jn all
the world a duty more rare tobe found, a duty more
Jirituall, more difficuls ,more coftly, then the duty

of praife.
Let me therefore ( that wemay not miftake when

we
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we come to application) give you briefly the Inffi- The chun

tutian of a thankfull man according to the word,and fhet honk

I'will bring-it all to thefe two heads. —
Firft, the gualification of the perfon of athankfull TheInftic
ution of a

man, who? and what he is: Secondly,the Ingredients :hankfu“
into the duty, or what makes it sp: Who the man is; man,
And what his work is.

Firft,who is the man that may praife God? Anfiw. f‘°§§,b“‘
Onely the godly man, True it is,all men,cven the worfk moy can
are oousd 1o doit, it lics upon them as a duty, but jt doit!
belongs not io them as a priviledge : it is the privi-
ledge onely of therightcous, they may doit. Rejoyce pry -
inthe Lord ye righteous, it- becomes well/the juft to be Plal. 149,
thankfull Let the high praifes of God be intheir mouthes.

Their praifcs;/:lmfe the Lord better then abullock, that
hath horns and hoofs. Not fothe wicked , they havea Though
woolfe by the eares in this work ; if they do it nor, hoursco
Godwill have his glory out of them. Pharaoh, Sena. it.
¢herib, Herod, fuch as proudly feek to rob him of his
glory, fhall yeeld him hisglory in their righteous de-
{truction; they would not do it with finging , they
fhall do it with Aewling., On the other fide, if they Al
bring their peace-offerings , God [preads the dung of ™3
their (acrifices npontheir faces: They are an abomsination B .11
#0him. See this notably exprefled in the so. Pfalme, Yrov-158
verf. 7. and {o forward, the Lord thewed how liztle
pleafure hetook in the facrifice of beaffs, in compa-
rifon of the facrifice of praife and thank(giving. offer
unto God thank(giving, and paythy vows tothe moft
high. Callupon me inthe time of trouble, and [ will de-
livershee, and thou [balt glorifie me. This God takes
pleafurcin. Mark now what follows, But wnte the
wicked, [aith God , whas haft thou to dototake my cove-
E 3 #ant

Verazx 4
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Churches  mant into thy mouth ? who required thefe things a
;‘;}‘ﬁf‘f"" thy hands ¢ fo that you fee whether wicked men
—— praife God, or praift him nor, they are abhorred by
him. Juftas fome great Lord of 2 Mannour, who

having anenemy holding lands of him, will compell

him to dofuitand fervice,and yet abborres him in his

fuicand fervice. But Ifracl may rejoycein God, les thems

Pl 1 45, Praife bim inthe dance, les them fing praifes to him with
3.4 timbrelland harpe, for the Lord sakes pleafure in bis

eople.

The duty F [i‘he fecond guere, what makes up theduty. Now
ismue ~ you have found the man , wherein ftands his work?
Lovic.g.5. Anfw. When God appointed the facrific of peace-
offerings , he made it an indifferent thing whether jt

werg a maleor female, {o it were the beff they bad,

Mal.1.14 the et it muft be : Curfedbe shat decciver wha bhash &
male, and [acrificesh & corrupt thing unte God, Werea
femalethe beft, it was accepted, provided it were a

Ver. 13, whole one : To bring a limbe of atorne beaft, fhosid
Lacceps this as your bands, (aiththe Lord? He will have

of all, ornone: A whele one then it muft be : Now this
things.  Whole peace-offering is made up of thefe 3. things.
1, Heare The firft is the fou/ which is the fot andsnwards ofis,
s.Life.  Secondly,the tongue which is the glory of it. Thirdlly

the /ife which indeed is the /ife of thankfulnefle.

1. Firft the {oule, the. heart, and fpirit , this mufk

P, Chicfly be looked to,having to do with the Father of
S5 (pirits, with Gedthe fearcher of the hears : I'nill praife
P33, God (faith David ) with my whole bears . My [owle praife
Pfil. 1 o8, the Lovd,and allsharis withinme praife his holy Name,
My hears is fixed, 0 God, oy beart is fixed, Iwill fing
;l;hfv;’i:’;‘"and grvepraife Now to this foul-praifing of God
required  are required: principally chefe séree chings, Firfl, L:{!
minde
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A minde obferving the wayes and mercies of God, a fpi. The Cur-
ritinquifitive into Gods wayes, not out of Athenian }u,,,’,;;:""
suriofity, but (as Bees flie from flower to flower to —
gather honcy ) to digeft them into matter of praife ¢ mind
and thankfgiving, Godmakes itah argument of an Gods dea.
unthankfull heart, not to confider his wayes, nor the lire.

. . .o . +20.9,
operations of his hands. And onthe other fide, itisan
argument of a thankfull heare, o zake pleafure in fear- pal s,
ching out theworks of God. Sechow David fers this -
downinthe 68. Plalme ver. 14. They have feen 14y
£0in25,0 God, the zoings of my Godmy King in the fan-
éuary :then follows, The fingers wems before: the players
on Infiruments followed afier : Ble[Je ye God in the Con-
iregaio». Firft they obferve Gods fustffeps, then

Jeffehim inthe Congregation. Andiinthe 107. Pfal.
after the Prophet had fct down thevariety of Gods
adminiftrations for which he fhould be praifed, he
thus concludes the Pfalme, Whe [0 iswife and will 0b. Vec 43,
[ervethefe things,eventhey fhall underfrand the loving
kindne(fe of the Lord. And yemay further obferve,
that the thankfull men recorded in the Scriptures Thus did
have not let flip from their obfervation the weryeir- Hetckisb
cumftances of Gods dealings towards them, not one- ing his re-
Iv the fubffance of the mercie,in 2 grofle fumme, but e
all circumfbances which have accompanied it,as time, 4. 3%
place, manner, meanes. Thus Da-
Secondly,this fonl.thankfulneffe muft have affecti- pidforall
ons g«itable to the mercics beftowed, when our heart rances.
is affeted aceording to Gods dealing, thisis thank. 2 Sam.12.
fulneffe. And thefe affe@ions are chiefly love and Sutable
j#y- love thy Lord becaufe he hath heard the woice of afietions.
my prayer. And then they muft rejoyce in his merey. pi! 6%
Rejoycein the Lord ye righteous, it becomes the juff 10 Gl ye.,
be
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TheClar- bo thankfull. Thou Lord haft mademeglad through thy

}57;:;::”‘ work,therefore will 1 triumph in the works of thy hands,
Mercies are not mercies, deliverances are not delive-
rances to menwho are not glad of them. God gave
Davida great deliverance from hisrebellious fonne
Ab[élon, he upon the news weeps and cries out, p
Abfolon, my fonne, my fonne. Was this thankfulneffce
God hathwroughta great deliverance for us, can
thofe men whofe fingers itcht for blood, and are
grieved atour peace, be thankfull for this delive-
rance .
e Thirdly, the laft thing which makes up this foul-
inourme. thankfulne[Je, is the laying up and regiftring thefe
mory- mercies of God in sur memorie,to lay them up in our
treafurie,not as fome do their bundles of old wri-
tingsin their counting- houfe,never looking on them
infeven yeers: but in a memory which may fuggeft
to them uponevery occafion what great things God
hath done for them. A memorywhich willlay Gods
mercies before them, as the Chronicles which Aba-
fuerus readwhen he could not fleep inthe night. God re-
quiresit thould befo. The righteous Lord hath (o done
his marvellous works that they ought to be had in thank-
full remembrance, This thankfull memory feeds the
heart with continuall matter of praife, fils the
thoughts with admiration of Gods dealing towards
them , fhews them how Gods mercies pafie their
underftandings in the manner of them, in the meafure
efthem, making the foul ftand amazed : thankfull
heartshave found fo much good in remembring of
Gods mercics, that they have been carefull to keep
Regifters, and fet up Monuments to help their memo-
rie, endited Plalmes 0 bring 1o Remembrance , gave

Names
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Names vo places where mercies were received , new  (hurches
Namcs 10#/mes when they were received, wate the ﬁ,’:};’ff““
Names oftheirde'iverances upon their children,thae ———-
the fight of them might quickén their memorics and  G¢s=
thoughts. Yea God himfelf ufed to take new Names  2.cheon.
to himfelf as he gave new mercies, fometimes cal. 22 2o-
ling himfelf,The God that brought Abraham from Vr ,_51;:,’,’.'
of the Caldees, then the Lord that breught them out of 2.
the land of AEgypt, thenthe Lordthat gathered his peo-
ple ous of the Noythcountrey,and now fince thegreate(t
delveranceof all, The God and Father of sur Lord Ie-
fus Chrift. And all to help their memories.
2. Thisis the Infide of a thaokfull man, butif
praife be in the beart it will not be kept in,but it will
be like oyle in the right hand, like the word in Zere. [
mies heare, like & burning firein his -bones which he ongue,
cosld not comtain within, The tongue will be fer on
work, and beares a great part in this Mufick of thank-
fulneffe, confefsing 10 God, publifhing to others, I will PGl e,
sell you what God hath done for my [oul. My tongue foall ™
ever be talking of thy wondrous works, and of thy prasfe
allthe day long. Our tongue is cherefore called our
glory, becaufe with itwe glorifie God. As praifeis Gods ®
glory, {0 our tongue in exalting him is our glory. Now
this tongue-praife isnot confined to faying of a grace,
finging of a Pfalme,uttering a Benediidus,or Te Deums
Laudamus, butin all fpcech which tends to exalt God,
and fets forth his excellency. flunius told the mercies asigrecor.
of God, when he wrote his owne life. And Davids s Do-
tongue was ever talking of Gods praif, becaufe his 1qp,
{peech omwe way or other tended toexalt God.
Thirdly, true thankfulnefle is exprefled inthe Jife,
as one truly faicth , the life of thankfulne(fe confifis in
F the

(al.108,
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The Chur- the life of the thankfull, The praifing of God,and of-
;f,‘; c';z:”k dering our converfation aright, are not onely infepa.

—-—- rable, but exegericall interpretations one of ano-
Pl so. ther,

e Now this life Thankfulne(fe ftands iq thefe #mo

things.
7. The Ffrﬂ, inufing Gods mercies to the right end, this
i ist0 praife himindeed,without this all ‘other thank-
. Inufine fulnefle is but complement, Jormalitic, and bypecrifie:

therighe Set this down for an everlaftin truth, char its jn.
=4, pofible God fhould be praifed sty o abufed mer-
fe God for their faire

cie. Did Ifrael and Judah prai
jewels of gold and Silver which God had given them,

when they made to themfelyes Images of men | and
committed whoredome with them? Did they praife him
for their broidered garments, their fine floure, oyle, and
honey, wherewjth Godcloshed and fedthem 7 Dig they

kiel,and you will finde the contrary.l fhall give you

li38, Oneexample which will clearejr beyond all contra.
3 diction, and thatis of HeZekish. Godgave himamoft
miraculous recovery, he tas fick to death, and it is
thought he was fick of the Plague, God not oncly

bealed him, but made the Syn go back for fix houres

atleaft,and by this miracle told a}y the world , that
the 6od who hwed Hezekiah, had recovered him
from death to life; Now mark Hezekiahs thankful-
nefle, as foan as he

gotup,hemak sa Plalme,where-
inbe confefles his unworthineffe, his bitter alfli&ion,
Gods gracious reftoring of him goesto the Temple
and fings it refolves to f; agit all the dayes ofhis life,
who would nat thinkbue chis man had been thank-

full
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full ¢ But Hezekiah abufed this mercie, bis heart grew Tbe [b;‘_:
proud, he beganto think himfelf the moft remark- }f}’,’,’:’"’”&
able manin the world, difcovers this vanity of his il
heart to the Ambafladours of the king of Babylon:

Sec now what Godjudged of his thankfulnefle: Hese- s Ctygn,
kishwas fick to deash, and God [pake 10 him ard gave 3+,

him a figne, bur Hezekiah rendred rat again according

10 the benefit done anto him., for his heart was lifted #p.

Never doth amanrender according to the mercie,who

abufeth che mercie. .

The fecond thing in life thank(zsving is the ren- » Render.
dring back again to God , what God requires by way ing back
of homage or Lords-remt. Quid resribuam ? What bhall $2'
Irendertothe Lord, is cvery thankfull mans Plalme,
Now although no man can-give unto God any thio
worthy of him,yet there are foare things which G
requiresand accepts fromatl his thankfall people by
way of homage. .

Fitft, an humble broken contrite heart, a [elf.renoun. 1.4 con-
cing, a felf-abhorriog {piric, for our vilenefle againt " b
To gracious a God is infmitely pleafing to him. Oh
faith Dsvid ( when God had pardoned his great fin,
and healed his broken bones) 7 would givethee fasri-
fice and burnt offerings if thoudelightedft in them : But pry.
thefe God cared toc for, but Davidlights upon that 16.a7. ’
which he cared for: The [acrifices of God are a broken
[pirit, a broken and acontrite hears 0 God, thou wilt not
defpife.

/}écfcondly, the giving up of our felves y bodies, and , ouri,.
fouls, to haveand to hold, and to ufc: them at the will d"; and
of the Lord,toconfecrate them nnto him, to dohim e 2.
faichfull fervice. This is notably exprefled by David
inthe 40. Plalme , when he ftudied what to render

F 2 to
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The Chaur-
chesthank

Julneffe,

t—t———

Exod.11.
5.6,

Rom,12.7

3. Areve-
rent at-
tending
upon his
ordinances

4-Doing
works of
nereie,

to God, and found that facrifice and offerings God
did not defire, but this pleafed him, My care thon baft
bored : What is that boring hiscare # why he alludes
tothe praQifein Ifracl, that when a fervant did chufe
to dwell with his mafter for cver, his mafter fhould
bore his carethrough with anawle. So faith David, I
will bethy (ervans for ever , 1delight to do thy will, 0
God, thy lawismritten inmy bears, Thisis alittle o.
therwile exprefled,Hebr. 10.5. In ftead of reading it
my car thou haft opened.The Apottle following che
Septuagint rcads ita body baft thou prepared me, hut
full to the fame fence, asif he thould have faid, Lord
thou haft firted me,moulded my body and foul to be
thy fervant. This fame thing the Apoftle cals for, 7
befeech you brethren, by all the mercies of God , that y¢
prefent your bodies aliving [acrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reafonable fervice : this is afe.
cond peace-offering.

Thirdly,when God had put anend to all Leviti-
call facrifices, both Propitiatory and Eucharifticall,
in ftead of them he hath inftituted the attending apon
his holy.ordinances, praying, preaching, hearing, Sacra-
mients, to be in the Chriftian Church acknowledge-
ments of cur bomage, [pirituall facrifices acoeprable
upt0 him through Jefus Chriit. This the Apoftle ex.
prefleth inthe 13. to the Hebrews, verf.15. Having
before fhewed that all other facrifices were abolitht,
hetelsthem, thac the calves of our lips, the ﬁcrg'ﬁccqf
praife were now. to be offered up to God continu-
ally.

Fourthly and laftly,the works of merciets the poore,
vifiting the fick, feeding the hungry, clothing the
naked, miniftring to the. neceffisics of the Saints,are

an
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anodonr.of a [wees fmell , a [acrifice acceptable, well- Tbbe Chure
Pleafingumte Ged, To degood andte communicate (faith },,;;,;}:"k
Panl)forges not, for with fuch facrifices God iswel plea-
Jed. Provided that becaufe they are facrifices they
muft not be offered to the Idol of our own credi, or
efteeme; or private ends, but unto God alone , even
in obedience unto him, and for hisglory.

Thus have 1as bricfly as T could poflibly given
you the true Inftitutionof a thankfull man, his per (on
muft be boly, his facrifice mult be whole, made up of
hears and tongue and life, an obferving minde, fuitable
and enlarged affeions, a readie memorie, a tongue
totell Gods praifes, a life ufing Gods mercies a-
right, abufing none of them, abhorring him/felf
before God, gcvoting himfelfunto God, humbly
waiting upon his ordinances ,and according to his
ability , endeavouring co be an Inftrument of help
and comfort to him that needeth,

Now give me leave ( Right Honorableand belo.
ved) to endeavour to fet allthis home to yous hearts
in a double ufe. Firft for Humiliatien. Secondly,for
Exhortation,

Firft for bumiliation, 1t may be fome will thinkic Applicasi.
unfeafonable in a day of rejoycing to put you upon S b
forrew and mourning, but certainly could I but help miliaion,
you to be rightly humbled for,and to flay this beaft
of Ingratitude, it would be the beft peace-offering
whichever God received from many of your hands,
neither will you ever be able to give him the facri.
fice of an bumble contrite heart, till your (pirits be laid
low in the {ence of this great fin. Let me fpeak plain
and in earncft, I remember I fpcak to agreat affemsly,
toan affembly of Gods, but I fpeak in the name of ¢

F3 grea

Phil.q.18,
Heb1346.
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The Char- gyeat God,before whom you are but as [o many graf-
hes Bk hoppers, his otfheards, his poore finfull creatures : Par.
fulnefge,  POPpErs, I3 .
don me (yegreat Lords and Gentlemen ) if T paffe
over all your eminercie,and difcharge my dutie; Are
we nota moft unthankfull people ? Do we render to
God according to hisinfinite mercies vouchfafed'to
us ¢ I could eaily fet before you great lifts and Ca-
I;‘u?:;‘_al talogues of mercies, which you have receivedy Many
thankful- in common with the reft of the world,Many in commen
nefle for - wich this Nation,to which God hath been mercifull
all Gods . . .
mercies, above all Natiopsupon earth : Many in common with
the placeswhereyos live : Many. pecaliar to yeutown
perfons, to your own fonls and bedies, to your eftates,
families, velations, privative mercies, pofitive mer-
cies, ye eat mercies , drink mercies , weare mercies,
compaffedabout and covered with mercies,as much
as ever theearth was with water inthe time of Noabs
flood. But beloved, where isyour thankfulneffe for
all thefe mercies to be found ¢ I can tell you where
the houfes are that are full of mercies , but whocan
tellme where truethankfulneffe may be found#May
not God {ay of you, thatfor all his goodneffe and
mercies which he hath multiplied and beftowed
on you, the return is nothing but abominable Ingra.
titude: lec me help you ina few things.

1. Arc therenot abundance ro be found , who
take mo notice of Gods gracious dealing to them ? either
through the pride of their heart, efteeming nothing
worthy of their oblervation, or having their fouls
{ocrooked to the earsh, thar they cannot look up to
heaven : or through the peevifbneffe of their {pirit
burying ten thoufand mercies under one clod of difs
content: and [o can finde nothing for which they

fhould
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fhould eithexj rejoyce in God ,of love him, or admire The c:,,,,
hisgoodnefle to theme ches thank

2. Are there not abundance whofe tongues ( in Tulnefie
ftead of being their glory,to exalt God and his good-
noffe) are as it were fecon fire of hel, deprefling his
majeftie , reproaching and”blaf] pheming his Name,
and works, his ordinances , and fervants, [eldome
naming him for his praife, unleflc ( when with the
Pharilee ) pretending to thank God, they intend to
commend them{elves? .

3. Are there not abundance (even great oncs,
Lords, Ladies, Gentlemen) whom God hath fingu-
larly and eminently loaden with his mercies, who
with all thefe do nothing but beare armes 10 fight
agsinft God (as David againlt Goliah ) with his own
{word. Waters of afull cup are wrang out unto them,
they profper inthe world, encreafe in riches they have
albvheir hearts can defire , therefore pride compafferh *%
them abous a1 a chain,therefore shey are corrupt-and wic-
ked 5 thereforethey may (wear aad drink , dice amd
dral. Ohbeloved, Godhatha tallie of ali the mer.
cies which you enjoy, a Catalogue of all the favours
which bie hath beftowed upon you, and if 'you be
found to bethe people, who thus.requite him, who
are:thus advanced and work a}l thefe abominations,
Godwill ere Jong fay ¢fyou,as David faid of Nebal,
Surely in vainbave I keps all that this fellow bath , and 1.5:m.
bebath requited me evill for 0045 T will pot leque any 3§2%
thing that pertains 10 bim, in vain have [ done ail
which I have done forthefe men, they have requi-
tedme cvitl for good, 7wl firip them naked, [ will
deprive them of all my abufed mercies, Iwill (pend
my arrows,and beap mifchiefs (in ftead of mercies ) wp-
onshemi 4 Are

Luk.18a1
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TheChur- 4, Are there not abundance to whom ¢this thank-
;’;‘(’fef”"'k full rendring of a contrite hears , of bodies and [ouls
confecrated to Gods fervice, reverens waiting upon
himin his ordinances, and doing geod to others,
thereby topraifc God) to whom (I {ay) thefe things
are the darkeft riddles in the world : who think God
never doth enough for them,and think any thing too
much forthem to do to God:
Infpeciall  But to leave this generall complaint, T befeech
qurur- you (Righe Honorable and beloved ) to fee what
nefle for great caufe we have to beabafed concerning our
thefelacc great Ingratitude, for the admirable mercies which
f:sl.“"““‘ God hath beftowed us this wery laft yeer ; This one
yeer, this wonderfull yeer, wherein God hath done
more for us in fome kinds, then in foure{core yeers
before, breaking {o many yokes, giving fuch hopes
and beginnings of avery Jubileeand Refurrection
both of Church and State:This yeer wherein we
looked to have been a wonder toall the world inour
defolations,and God hath made us a wonder to the
world in our prefervation: giving us in one yeer a Re-
turn of the prayers of fourty and fourty yeers. Now
look abroad into the kingdome , enquire ( as  2ha-
fuerusdid of Mordecai)what benonr and dignity is done
to the Lord forall this; my heart would bleed, were
it rightly affected in the exprefling of it: We {carce
make any fhew of thankfulnefle, but manifeft the ve-
ry power of Ingratitude.
Feewhich  Alas, there are many whofe hearts are grievedat
fome arc the great things which Gad hath done for us, tura-
8T inga Jwbilee into Lamentations : 1know not better
how to exprefle the {pirit of thefe men, then by thae
Verl 14 inthe 8, of Ezcklel, Among all the abominations
which
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which the Lord fhewed the Prophet, whereby he
was provoked to go far off from his fanuary , onc
was a company of women fate weeping for Tamniss,
they wept becau(e they they had loft their 1doll: fo
thefe grieve becaufe they fear to loofe their toyes
and fooleries, which provoke God againtt us. |
Others bring up an ill report of Gods goodaefle
«nd his worthy Inftruments , who can fee no wood
for trees, ever enquiring in difcontent, what is done ol
this yeer, the Parliament hath fate'long , abundance
of money given, but what havetbey done for us? In-
deed, lefle is done, then might have been, had we
been truly thankfall , but much more is done, then
ever thou or I had caufe tohope our eyes fhould fee:
when it is Gods mercie we arenot all as Sodome,
artnot thou a wretched man, to fay what is done by
way of fleighting what thy eyes fee thisday ¢
Others deay not but God hath done great things
this laft yeer, and all their enquirieis, VWhat is ta
be done next, who (as fwine under the pear-tree de~
voure all that fals, and whine for more, never look-
ing to the hand that fhakes down to them )in she
meanctime return nothing toGod, abate not anace of
any of their former courfes, whereby God was of-
fended, as proud, vain,wanton, worldly, prophane,
thisyecras the laft, yeaa greater torrent of fin (for
ought I can hear) ruthethin, and fearfully prevails
and domineers in moft places. Godis free in his
goodnefle,and will be mercifull to whom he will be
mercifull, and the wickedneffe of a Nation canfet no
bounds or limits to his goodnefle, elfe we fhould
certainly conclude, that this drie winde fromthe wil-

derneffe, this ingratitude of ours , would even fweep.
G

and

ekt
weffe.
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fleighe,
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The Chur- and drive away all Gods mercies from us.

shesthank  yop may I not, muft I not (RightHonorable and
fuineffe, Noble Senators ) humble you, even you, before tha
Lord this day, evan in this day of your rejoycing  to
Eventht ‘make you begin this your Pafleover with eagin
1‘;3’('1‘1?:"" fome bitter hearbs : have you rendred to God ac.

mene  cording to the mercics of this yeer > I think you ma
eughe to towards you,as never Parlia.

behume. 13y of Gods dealing
bled for mentoould fay, God hath carried you in his bofome,
shisfn,  oreventedand difcovered great defignes againft Yo%,
queld greatadverfaries before yow,reftored grear pri-
viledges unto you, appeared as your Councellour in
all your darknefles,opened a doore, an out-gateinall
your fraits:all rubs and ftumbling blocks before yox,
God hath made them but as vantage ground to raife
gyox higher: What thould I fay? you have found your
gracious Soveraignegranting (I think ) allyour fuits
hitherto 5 your Rights and Liberties are eftablifhe,
and yowr houfesbuile, if it were pofiible yos thould
furpafie the very Angels in. thankfgiving, Now et
your fervant be bold with you, what Zlory and bonogr
doyou reswrn to God? How have youobfervedthe go.
ings of your God and King among® you ¢ With
what admiriog thoughts are your hearts filleds what
Reformationappears in your hearts and lives ¢ whae
coft are you ar for this God¢ how ftrongly have
you cngaged and confecrated your felves and all
which you have for his fervice ang glory ¢ Lay your
hand wponyour beart, and think in this your day of re-
joycing, whether your continuance in your old fin-
fullwayes, your unbelicfe, your ebbing and flowing
inyour {pirits, according as humane hopesand helps
havecome and gone; your not zealonily laying to

hearg
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heart the caufeof Chrift, his worfhip and fervants, The Cbare
may not make the Lord fay of you (as of Heze- },‘3;’;;,?:"‘@
kiahythe Lords and Commons of England prayed unrg'——
Ged, and the Lord heard them, and gave them 4 figne,

but theyrendred not again according o the bencfits done

wnto sem Ifit be fo,thegood Lord humble you

under it,and turn away the guilt of this great finne
fromyox and from us all for Chrilt Jefus {ake, and (o

much for the ufe of Humiliation.

Sccondly, one more for exhortation and I have 2.Exhorta.
done. Oh that I were able to fpeak fomething to tioneo
raife up your hearts to the pra&ife of chis excellent nege.
fervice, I fhall confine my felf to thele two heads
Firft, afew Motrves to quicken you to theduty. Se-
condly,a few Directions to guide you in it.

Firf},the man lives notwho owes not this hemage Mowvests
or quit-rent unto God, yea even for every thing i The o
which he hath, finde out the man who lies under one quityofir, |
evill fo great as he hath deferved, or enjoyes one on it
mercie which he hath notfreely received, and that
mau fhall go fcot-free from the dutie of thank fulnes:

Now even common honefty will call for the dif-
charge of this ingenuous, equall, and cafie rent of
Thank(giving to men who are but Inffruments of
mercie, how much more to God the welfpring and
foantainofthem ali, »

Secondly, confider the excellency of the duty, TBC
what a bigh and honeurable {er'w’ce itis, fo high that g5y %
though God be moft worthy o be praifed, yetno
creature is found worthy to praife him, In our praifes
we are {aid to ble(fe, honour, excalt, magnifie,and glori.
fie God ; canany creature be thought worthy orable
todothis? ta lift #p God, to make him 4 great God , to

G2 put
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put glery upon God, yer God fo interprets it, be thas
praifech me honoareth me. Yea fo excellent is this duty,
that it is the onely imployment of all the glorious
hoft of heaven. It is faid in che Pf: alme, that man did
eat eAngels food s fure I am, thisis to do Angels work,
heavens work, to bring heaven down t¢ earth,and to
raife up poore duft to heaven,to be enabled to praife
the Lord 5 what fhonld I fay mores this praifing of
God is by Interpretation, the doing of all that God
requites. Tully faid that Gratitude toman is Maxima
& mater omuium reliquarum virtwtum, But what ever
Gratitude to man be, the Scriptures ceach us » that

ratitude to God is the comprehenfion of all oyr .

edience. ‘

3. Thirdly, it is the comfortableft duty that ever
we can perform, partly, becaufe it is the [weeteit evi.
dence of our fincere love and faithfull dependance
upon God : we may pray for bafefelf-love, when we
love not God , but his gifts, but a cordiall praifing
of him, is a reall expreffion of our love to him sand
partly , becaufe God grasienfly 4ccepts what cver
comes under the notion of praife,a female,or turtle,
2 handfull of wheat floure, a pepper corn, a cup of
cold water, afigh or teare, is moft kindly accepted
when prefented asa peace. offering:I will praife God
witha fong, this thall pleafe the Lord better then an
0% 01 a bullock that hath horns and hoofs. VWho thag
loves God, would ftick at any thingin chis duty fo
acceptable unto him: It s pitifull ro obferve what
pains and coft many poore feduced Papifts areat out
ofa falfe conceit of meriting for themfelves and
theirs, thould not /ove and Gratitude to God and our
Lord Jefus (who hathmerited all for us ) bemore

prevalent

o
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prevalent withus,then fe/f-love and blinde [uperflition ZZ; %J:;;
inthem. ulsel.
4 Fourthly, 1 have one Motive more efpecially o
to prefle upan youaccording to the duty of the day, e .
he confideration of the womders, ( 1 had almeft faid yeer in
the miracles ) of this laft yeer: Could Lively diaw fpeciall
them before your eyes, that you might fec what this oy for ;.
yeer God hath done for you,and wrought by yos fuch
whofe affections are Jame among you would leap as
an Hart,and the tongue of the dumbe would Jing. This
yeer we have fcen the three Nations of England, Scor.
landand Irelandin a pofture of warre without blood.
Jed, Oh wonderfull ! This yeer we have feen our
neighbour Natien come into England ina hoftile fhew
with peaceable hearts, oh wonderfull ! This ycer we
have feen the fame Nation (after all miffakes cleared )
received into the bofome of their Soveraignes fa-
vour , their loyalty and fasthfulne(fe acknowledged,
and witha friendly aid honorably and peaccably fenc
to their own homes, and the two Nations fafter ce-
mented togetherin a league of love then ever hereto-
fore : ol wonderfull { Nay yet more, this yeer have
we feen broken zheyokes which lay u pon our eftates,
Liberties, Religion,and Confcience 3 the intolerabie
yokes of Star-Chamber,and serrible High. commifiion
and theit Appendances unfufferable preflures to many
thoufands , all eafed , removed »broken and fwepr
away. This yeerhave wefeen the two houfes of
Parliament (and many ten thoufands in the king-
dome following their example) cnter intoa Prosefia-
tien promife and vow for defence of Gods true Re-
ligion againft all Pepery. and Popifh Innevations and
Juperftition, This yeer the Complaints of the Im-

G 3 prifened,
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;2? f::;,-{ prifomed, outcaft, perfecuted, and afflic¥ed wehave feen
nefe.

men————

and heard,tenderly receivedinto the highand hono-
rable Court of Parliament, and the f%m of many
prowd enemies covered with thame. This yeer for
preventing future grievances , the Lord hath put it
into the heart of our gracious Soveraigne ,the Lords
and Commons all to agree upon a Trienniall Parlia-
ment; and this prefent Parliament to continue #i// al]
things be rightly eftablithed both in Church and
Common-wealth , that the foundations of the Land
may be no more out of joynt, that Liberty and Re-
ligion henceforth receive no dammage, unleffe the
State (like the foolifh woman in the proverbe)
plucks it down with their own hands. Quadragefi-
mins primus mirabilis anmus.Oh wonderfull yeer! and
fo muchthe more wonderfull that all thefe things'are
done forus, when our neighbonr Nations round about
us fee no fuch dayes,when Germany remains a field
ofblood, when their Cities and Towns are defolate,
their wives ravi(hed,their children kill'd,when many
ofthem eat their dead carcaffes, and die for want of
food , yea when Gods {word rides in circuit round
about us, thefe great things are done forus, and
hopes of greater : And which is maff wonderfull, all
this done for the moft unworthy and unthankfull
Nation in alithe world, our God hath thus broke in
over all the walls of feparation which our finshave
builc up againft us,and called for vengeance upon
us,
Me thinks (Right Honourable and beloved )-eve-
ryone of your bearts thould fay to God, as the Pro-
phetto the Shunamite , show baft been carefall forus
with allthis care, what is to be done for thee: Lord what

———.-12
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wouldft thou have us do to teftific that we are fenfi- The chun

ble of thy goodneflez Oh praife the Lord. }zze'z,‘:""
5.. And the rather, becaufe elfe God knows whe- "—

ther all thefe mercies may not be removed, and de- f,}lfﬂ,ﬁ,

firuction and mifcrie yet break in upon us. When and will

Tamar was to be delivered, and twins in her wombe, fpeil all

Zarah firft put forth his hand, and they tyed a fear-

let threed about it,and faid this came ouc firft, but

- hishand wasplucked in again, and his brother broke

out before him. So mercie and judgement, delive.

- rance and ruine, have feem’d to be long ftrugling in

the wombe which fhould firft break out upon us:

Deliverance hath ‘now put forth the hand, and we

have tyed our fcarlet threed aboutit, and fay this

came out firft: Oh that Ingratitude caufe not this

hand to be plucked back again , and deftru&ion yet

to breakinupon us. Ingratitude that, 0bex Inferma-

Jis, as Divines call it, that bellifb ffop may interrupt

the courfe of all Gods mercies. ~ According to what

God hath threatned: that though be fpeak concerming gerass,

a Nationto build and plant it if that Nation do evill in 10

his fight, be will repent of the good wherermith he fudhe

wonld benefit them. Pireions

Lueft. What then isto be done ¢ or wherewith pragit: of
fhall we be thankfulls 4xfw, Chryfoftome once defi- "'-T :
red that he had avoice to fpeak to all the world, I ;,},n;;bck.
could with thatmy voice could fpeak-to all the king- houfe of
dome, that I mighttell them what God expeéts from Parlia~
all their hands. But though that cannotbe,Y'am cal. To fhew
led this day to fpeak to you, ( Right Honorable and thankful.
beloved ) who are the Reprefentative Body of the king- hie of
dome, and whole thankfulnefle will be interpreted their con-

by God andman to be the thankfulneffe of the whole firien &

L;ﬂﬂ'!‘ﬁmﬂl
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The Chur- kingdomes you muft think of fome fuch way of prai-
;’;jﬁ' b1k fing God, as becomes your high places and callings,
~——— and the whole kingdome which you reprefent : if
fingle perfons praife God upon a tes ffringed Inftru-

ment, you muft do itupona ten thesfand ftringed In-
ftrument: fome thing worthy of a Parliament of Eng.

land, fuch & Parliament , for whom God hath done

fiich great things. When King Solomen offers a
peace-offering he brings swo and twensy thoufund fur
beeves,and an hundred and twenty thoufand fat fbeep,

there is thankfulnefle fic for aKing to thew. And

'“Ci‘:"" when Devid would thew his Gratitude to God in
preparing to build him an houfe, he offered 4 thos-

[fand thoufand talents of filver, and an hundredthou(and

talents of gold, which comes to above three and thir-
tiethoufand cart-load of filver, allowing two thou-

fand weight or fix thoufand pound fterling to every

load; and of gold feventy millions of French crowns,

o913 befides braffe and iron withous weight : And when he
and his people had added much more unto ir, he ad-

mired Gods goodnefle to give thems a beart to offer [o
willingly, and excufes the {malneffe of his own giftas

being prepared in a time of trouble. Let not therefore

your Thankfulneffebe in #rifles, lowprizd , ferve not

God with tharwhich cofts you nothing. And if indeed

you would do fomething heroicall; worthy of your

felves, take him for your pattern, who for his thank-

fulnefle was called the max after Gods own heart, and

Following that is David, who ( when God had delivered him
the exame from all his enemies,and eftablithed him in his king-
Pl%of?)ﬂ- dome) exprefles in the hundred and firft Plalme,
V@ wherein his thankfulnefie fhould appeare, weigh the
Pfalme ferionfly , it comprehends the fum of wll]lat I

ave
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haverofay ro you. I'will fing ({aith:-be)of mercie and the Chu-
judgemem thac s, Twill celebrate thanktully all Gods }:,c;,';:”"
mercifull adminiftrations unto my foul : how wonld i
he do this ¢ Anf{w. In binding himftIf in ‘his rule of
walking towards three forts of verfons withrwhom he
hadto do. Firit, himfelf. Secondly, his family. And
thirdly, bis kingdome. For his own per{oahe would
be hsly, he would walk uprightly inthe midi of his
houfe, For bis family he would have #o wicked perfon
abowt him,no {landerers, liars, proud,, ordecenttull
perfons, he would root them out as peffs to his fami.
ly:.And he would fearrh rhroughout the whole king-
domg to navc his famuy ftered with.good lervants.
Thurdly, tor his kingdome, he would st sut wickea
men without exception of perfons, and thatcarly,
thatfo his. whole kingdome mighthe a City of the
Lord, a people with whom-God mighr delight.1o
dwell. Hercisanexample fivdor a King and Pariza-
mewsto tollow, oh that od would encline your
hearts this day to refolve to begir firlt with your
own perfons, elfe you will never be fincere for the g, refuem.
reft: Now God hath called you and {eparated you ing.
for his work, be not the vaffals of Satan, factors or ;;vf\hf:_
penfioners for his enemy,who hath thus far betruft- fons.”
ed you. Secondly, lookto your families, doas Faceb
did at Bethel, when he payed his vow of thank{gi-
ving unto God, he made all his family bury thcir
Idols under an oke; that fo when hereafccrany of you
thal| be mentioned, it may truly be faid,fuch a Neble. 000 35-
man, fch @ Parliament man , and the Church in bis fuiles
heufe,that your families may be little Congrega:i-
ons of Saints,with whom God may delightto dwel:
Not like Taverns and Alehoufes, houfes of lewdand

H dcbauch’t
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The Chur- debauche perfons, where Zim, and Fim dwels, dole.
Soineper full creatures, fit onely tobe agents for Satan, asitis
much feared many of them are untill this day.
The . Thirdly,thenlook to fiveep the Chuych and king.
Shnarch domesbleled be God you have begun well,you have
ind king- been happie Inftruments to eafe mary pre ures; But
™ beloved, there is yetmuch workto bedone, yet the
root of our evils is not taken away, yet the Minitery
isnot purged, yet thegreat Citics and Towns, and
many thoufand other places in the kingdome want
Nehem. bread for their fouls,and the portions of the Levites,
#3.10. honorable maintenance for them who thould do the
work of the Lord-in many places are not yetprovis
ded :yet there remains much rubbifh to be carri i
away, as yet the honour of the Lordsday is not fulll
-vindicated, as yet the Lords Temple is not builded,,
nor the Scepter of Chrift throughily fet up, Thefe
arefervices fit for a thankfull Parliament, it you neg-
le@ thefe, and caufe a ceffation in building the Tem.-
ple,and letit lie unfinifhed , as it was in Cyrus hig
dayes, if there be 2 Perez-Px3ab, a breach in bring.
ing in the Ark of God'unto us:Now your have buife
your own houfe, and procured Civill Liberties,
fhould you let Gods houfe lic wafte, fhould you be
(as many fear you are ) leffe zealous in Gads caufe,
then in your own, Holémnly profeffe unto you, the
God ol heaven will require it at your liands, and the
hands of your pofteriuie : he will ourfe ot/ your blef-
fings, and oversurnwhat you think you have efablifhed.
But the people of God in whofe hearts and prayers
youdaily are, expetand hope for thefe greatthings
from you:: Thisdo inche fear of the Lord, and ye
{hall profper,

a. Thie
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2. This (Right Honerable)is that I had to fay to ke (Par
you from the Lord, if now you (that are the refiduc gopr 2
of this great Aflembly) enquire what yos fhall do,and ~
how you fhall teftifie your thankfulneffe. Ian{wer,if Toall
you will go and ring Bels, make Bonfires, feaft one ‘c’;';:f‘r:’
another,and fend portions to the poore for whom their
nothing is provided, 1 have nothing to fay again(t it, thankful-
Ithink you fhall do well. But this [ befeech youdo, In ,f},,_
gohomeand pray God to encline the hearts of the cing. *
Parliament to praife what this day they have heard, {737
write down a Catalogue of all the great things Parlia-
which God hath this yeer done for us, and let your ™ot
children know them , { and the Lord put it into the
heart of fome wife obferver of the timés,{o to write
them, that the prefent and future generation may be In remem:
blefled with a true Narration of thefe wonderfull s
metrcies) give.every one of you up, your felves to the livetancc;s. ,
Lord tobe his fervants,abufenot yourpeaceand Li-
bertie withIdleneffe, riot, andexcefle, orinbeing
choked with enlarging your felves with worldly bu-
fineffes, but make that ufe of our peace which the
Church did intheninth of the 4¢#s, and the 31. verf, Andwalk:
Then had the Churches reft and peace; and what nfe o iorthy
made they of their peaces They wes edificd,and walk-
ing inthefear of the Lord, and in the comforts of the holy
Ghoft were multiplied : whichthe Lord grant unto us

for Chrift Jefus fake. Amen.

FI NIS,



